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Prime Areas of Learning

Communication Language and
Literacy

The development of children’s spoken
language underpins all seven areas of
learning and development. Children’s back-
and-forth interactions from an early age
form the foundations for language and
cognitive development. The number and
guality of the conversations they have with
adults and peers throughout the day in a
language-rich environment is crucial. By
commenting on what children are interested
in or doing, and echoing back what they say
with new vocabulary added, practitioners
will build children's language effectively.
Reading frequently to children, and
engaging them actively in stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems, and then
providing them with extensive opportunities
to use and embed new words in a range of
contexts, will give children the opportunity to
thrive. Through conversation, storytelling
and role play, where children share their
ideas with support and modelling from their
teacher, and sensitive questioning that
invites them to elaborate, children become
comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary
and language structures.

Personal. Social, Emotional
Development

Children’s personal, social and emotional
development (PSED) is crucial for children
to lead healthy and happy lives and is
fundamental to their cognitive development.
Underpinning their personal development
are the important attachments that shape
their social world. Strong, warm and
supportive relationships with adults enable
children to learn how to understand their
own feelings and those of others. Children
should be supported to manage emotions,
develop a positive sense of self, set
themselves simple goals, have confidence
in their own abilities, to persist and wait for
what they want and direct attention as
necessary. Through adult modelling and
guidance, they will learn how to look after
their bodies, including healthy eating, and
manage personal needs independently.
Through supported interaction with other
children, they learn how to make good
friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts
peaceably. These attributes will provide a
secure platform from which children can
achieve at school and in later life.

Physical Development

Physical activity is vital in children’s all-
round development, enabling them to
pursue happy, healthy and active livese.
Gross and fine motor experiences develop
incrementally throughout early childhood,
starting with sensory explorations and the
development of a child’s strength, co-
ordination and positional awareness through
tummy time, crawling and play movement
with both objects and adults. By creating
games and providing opportunities for play
both indoors and outdoors, adults can
support children to develop their core
strength, stability, balance, spatial
awareness, co-ordination and agility. Gross
motor skills provide the foundation for
developing healthy bodies and social and
emotional well-being. Fine motor control
and precision helps with hand-eye co-
ordination, which is later linked to early
literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities
to explore and play with small world
activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the
practice of using small tools, with feedback
and support from adults, allow children to
develop proficiency, control and confidence.




Specific Areas of Learning

Literacy

Itis crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading.
Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world
around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught
later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed
words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing).

Maths

Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children
should be able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those
numbers. By providing frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small

pebbles and tens frames for organising counting - children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics
is built. In addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas

of mathematics including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for
patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make mistakes.

Understanding the World

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of

children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them — from visiting parks, libraries and museums to
meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction,
rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important
knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will
support later reading comprehension.

Expressive Art and Design

The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular
opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what
children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the
arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond
to and observe.




Development Matters

Children in our Pre-Reception class will be working towards these milestones

EYFS Development Matters Statements Three and Four-Year-0Olds - Prime Areas

Communication and Language Pergonal, Social and Emotional Development

« Enjay kstening iz langer stories and can remember mech of
what happens.

. Pﬂj‘ atientsan 1o mose thanone thing at a time, which can be difficult

¢ Usea wider ange of wooabulary

© Understand & guestan or instruction that hizs two parts, such as "Get
your cioat amd Wit at tine doar.

+ Understand ‘why' guestions, like “#hy do you think the caterpillar
pat sa faf?®

+ 5ing a large reperipire of songs
*  Know many rhymes, be able b alk about farnibar boocks, and be able to
tell a long stary.

«  Deyelop their commurscation, b may continue io have probems
withi iregular temses and plurals, such &5 runmed for “raary”, “swammied
for ‘swam’.

«  Deyelop their pronunc atson bt may harie QroDEms sayng:

- S0Mme Sounds T, |, th, ch, and sh
- mattisyllabic words such as ‘pherodacty?, ‘planetanuem’ ar
“hippopotamuos

* Use longer sentences of four ba sixwords.
« Beable to express a point of view and to debake when thiey cesagres

werth an adult or a Fnen:l.u:lng'.wn:h as wel as actkns.

+ Start a comwersaticn withi an adult ar a friend and continwee i for
many bums.

* Useialk to crganese themsehnes and their play: ILeTs go on & bus... you
sitthere... Il ke the drrer.”

Sebect and use actviies and resocurces, wrih help when nesded.
This helps them to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one which is
supgesied io tham.

Develop their sense of responsibil ity and membership of acommunity.

Becomse mare oubgoing with unfamikar people, in the safe context of
e seting

Show mone confidence innew social situations.

Play with cne or moee other children, exiending and elaborating
play ideas.

Find solutions ta conflicts and rivalries. For example, accepting
Enat not eweryone can be Speder-fdan i the game, and suggesting
other ideas.

Increasimgly follow rules, understanding why they are impartant
Remember nubes without needing an adult to remind them.

Develop appropriate ways of being assertive
Talk with others o solve conficts

Talk about their feelings wsing words liee happy', 'sad’, “angry’ or
‘woemied .

Understand gradually how athers might be feeling.

Bie increasngly mdependent inmeeting their own care nesds. e.g.
brushing teeth, usmg the ioilet, waszhing and drying their hanos
Enonaughly.

Make healthy choices about food, drink, activ ty and ioothbmeshing

Continue to develop thewr mosemend, balancing, riding {scooiers, tnkes
and bikes) and ball sklls.

Goupsieps and stairs, or o im wp appanabus, usng abemaie feet.
Skip, hop, stand onone leg and hald 3 poss fioar A pamie bke

miusacal slabues

Use lange-miuscle movemsnis iowase ‘l'l.al;: and streamers, paink and
Ak Ak S,

S1art 1aking part in some group actvities which they make up far
themsehes, or in teams.

Increasingly be able to use and remesmber sequences and paniems of
mavements which are related o music and rhythm.

Maich thair develaping physcal skills to tasks and actyiies iniihe
seitng. Far example, they decide whether o crawl, walk or nan acrass
a plarik, depending on its kength and wadth.

Chocese the: mghil resources o carry out thesr own plan. Far example,
choosng a spade ioentargpe a small hose they dug with @ inowel

Collaborate with oihers to manage large Aems, SUoh as moving & long
plank safely, camying lange hallow blocks.

Use cne-handed tools and equipment, for example, miaking snips in
paper wThn SCISSos.

Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens
and pencils.

Show a preference for a dominant hand.

B increas ngiy ndependent as they get dressed and undressed, for
Exampe, puiiang coals on and ooing up ZIps.




Development Matters

Children in our Pre-Reception class will be working towards these milestones

EYFS Development Matters Statements Three and Four-Year-Olds - Specific Areas

Understand the five key concepts about prmt:

- prni fias meanin

- prant can havwe different purposes

- e resad English bext from beft to ngint and
fraem tom bo bartbam

- the names of the different parts of a boak

- page sequencing

Develop their phonological awareness, so
Ehat they oo

- spot and suggest rhymes

- cound or clap syllabdes N @ word

- recognise words with the same retial
sound, such s maney and mother

Engage in extended conversations about
stares, leaming new vocabulany

Use some of their print and letier mowledge
intheesr earky writing. For examphe writing a
pretend shopping lst that starts at the top of
the page; writng 'm’ fior musmimey.

Wte some or all of their name

Wnie some lefiers accuraiely.

+  Develop fast recognition of up to 2 objects, without
hawing fo count them indiv dually (subitsing')

+ Roote numbers past S
+ Sy one mumber for each item mnorder, 1,2.3,4.5

+ Kmow that the last numiber reached when counting a
smaall st af objects tells you how many there ane m batal
["candemal primciphe’].

« Ehow ‘finger numbers’ up to &

+ Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the:
night numiber of objects to match the numernal, upto &

+  Expermment with their cown symbols and marks as wel
as mumerals

+ Sobee real world mathematical problem:s wikh
numbers up o 8.

+ Compane quanities using language: ‘more than!,
fewer than'

+ Talk absout and explore 20 and 30 shapes (for example,
circles, rectangles, tnangles and cubosds) usng informa
and mathemnatical language: ‘sides’, ‘comers’; straight’,
‘flat’, round.

+ Uinderstand position through waords akone - for example,
“The bag is under the table,” - with no pointing.

+ Descrbe a famaliar route

+  Digouss routes and kocations, wsing waords like ‘infront
of and ‘behind’

+  hiake comparnsons between objects relating to size
length, weigh and capacity.

+ Sedect shapes appropriatety: flat surfaces for building, a
triangudar prismi fior a roof eic.

+ Combine shapes to make new cnes — an arch, a bigger
triangle eic.

+ Talk absout and idenbfies the patiems around them.
For example: stripes on clothes, designs on rugs and
walipaper. Use informeal language like ‘painty’, ‘spotty’”
‘Dlkabs elc.

+  Externd and create ABAR patterns — shick, keaf, stck, leaf
+ Motice and comect an emor in a repeating pathem.
i Begm todescnibe 3 seguences of events. real or fictional

of natural materials

Explore collectsons of matenals withi similar
and’or different properies.

Talk about what they see, wsing a wide
wocabulary.

Begin i make sense of their own life-stary
and family’s histony.

Show interest in different occupations.

Exploee how thing s work.

Plant seeds and care for growing plans.
Understand the key features of the life cycle
of a plant and an animal

Begin o undersiand the need to respect
and care for the natural emaranment and al

living things.

Explore and talk about different foroes
they can feel

Talk about the differences betwesn
magterials and changes they notice.

Continue dewel ops ng possinne attiuces abowt
the differences betwesn peoale

Know that these are different countres in

the workd and talk aboan the differences they
have experienced or seen in photas.

Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design

+  Use all their senses in hands-on exploration

= Takepart in simple pretend play, sing an object
o represent something else even though they are
niot similar.

= Begnio develop complex siories using small world
equipmet bk animal sets, dolls and dolls houses eic.

= Make maginatne and complex “smal| worlds" with
blocks and constnsction ks, swoh as a crty with
different buildings and a park.

= Ewplore differemt materials fresly, to develop their
cdeas abaout how touse them and what o make.

= [evelop thesr own ideas and then deode which
matenals iowse to express them.

= Jpin different materials and explore differer fexhures

= Create closed shapes with contimuous lines, and begn
iouse these shapes to represent objects

= Dvaw with inoreasing complexity and detail, such as
ren'n:enllr-;:{acemlhar_rl:le and including detals.

= Use dravwing to represent ideas ke movemsent ar
Tl NHEES

= Shovw different emotions intheir drawings and
paintings, ike happiness, sadness, fear et

= Explore colour and cobour-mixing.

= Lisien with increased abientsosn bo sounds.

= Respond o what they have heard, expressing thesr
thoughts and feelings.

= Aememiber and sing entire songs.

= Sing the pitchi of a tone sung by another person
(oAch match.

= Sing the melcdic shape [moving melody, such as up
and down, dovwn and up) of familiar scngs.

= Creabe ther own SONgs Of im@rovise 3 song arcund
onethey know

= Play instruments with increasing contral to express
their feelings and ideas.




Spanish

Michaelmas 2

Michaelmas 1

Greetings — different ways to say hello in
Spanish

Song — como estas — asking and
answering how are you

Introduction to asking and answering
what is your name

Consolidating and adding to ways to
greet and say goodbye to someone

Song — como estas — consolidating and
adding different answers to the question
how are you

Introduction to colours

Navidad en espana

Consolidation of colours

Continuing consolidation of greetings /
como te llamas

Introduction to counting 1-5/ 1-10

Introduction to animal vocabulary

Language week celebrations

Summer 1

Continuous revisiting of prior learning

Consolidation of numbers 1-10 through
games and songs

Consolidation of animal vocabulary —
sea animals / farm animals / pets

Pascua activities

Consolidation of colours and numbers
up to 20 — recognition and recall through
games and songs

Animal songs and activities — games,

Games / songs / activities to recap all
language covered over the year

drawings
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