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	GCSE Course Information
	Sancton Wood School

	GCSE
	Our aim is to develop young people who are knowledgeable, caring and successful with bright, enquiring minds. We want our students to have a positive approach to life, to broaden their horizons and to value the chance to think and study independently.

	Next steps
	The core subject GCSEs prepare students for life beyond Sancton Wood. They develop and secure fundamental skills essential for future work and study. The range of option subjects allows students to develop their own interests, taking the first step in shaping their own education.
	The wider curriculum
	Beyond the classroom


	GCSE Course Options
	All students are required to take GCSEs in the following core subjects: English, Mathematics and Science
	Students choose up to four options to study alongside their six core subjects.
	The following are GCSE options:

	English Language
	GCSE English (8700)
	Assessment


	English Literature
	Assessment
	GCSE English Literature (8702)


	English
	Mathematics
	Assessment
	AQA GCSE Mathematics (8300)
	Further Maths (Level 2)

	AQA Level 2 Further Mathematics (8365)


	Maths
	Science
	Science
	Specification details:
	GCSE Biology (8461)
	GCSE Chemistry (8462)
	GCSE Physics (8463)
	GCSE Combined Science (8464)

	SCIENCE TOPICS
	There is no coursework, but students complete 8–10 required practical activities to develop hands-on scientific skills.
	Assessment:
	Separate Sciences: Two paper per subject, each 1h 45m, worth 100 marks.
	Combined Science (Trilogy): Two shorter papers per science, each          1h 15m, worth 70 marks.
	Our three-year Science programme follows the AQA specification, beginning in Year 9. It lays a strong foundation for understanding how scientific ideas shape everyday life and our shared future.
	Across Biology, Chemistry and Physics, students explore key concepts, scientific methods and real-world applications. They learn to make sense of complex natural phenomena through a set of powerful, interconnected scientific principles.
	We encourage all students to start with three separate sciences, with the option to move to Combined Science later if appropriate. Most pupils sit higher-tier papers, reflecting the strong results typically achieved at Sancton Wood.



	& Design
	Art and Design

	Art
	Component 1: Portfolio (60%)
	Business
	We follow the AQA Business specification, beginning with Business in the Real World — an accessible introduction ideal for students with little or no prior knowledge of business. There is no coursework, but pupils work with real case studies and conduct independent research to deepen their understanding of the modern business landscape.
	Assessment

	The qualification is assessed through two exams at the end of Year 11:
	Paper 1: Business Operations and Human Resource Management
	Paper 2: Marketing and Finance


	Business
	AQA GCSE Business (8132)
	“Classical Civilisation involves interesting discussions about things that are still important today: “life, death, gods, love, family, children, education, the nature of the world, our origins and development, the past, money, health, status, other cultures, friendship, power, patriotism, politics, law, crime, justice, empire, war.”
	Peter Jones, advisor to Classics For All, ‘Taking the Long View’


	Classics
	Course Structure
	Students study two modules, each worth 50% and assessed by a
	1h 30m exam.

	Module 1: Myth & Religion (Greece and Rome)
	A broad introduction to ancient belief systems, rituals and stories. Topics include:
	This module compares Greek and Roman culture through visual and written sources, supported by additional materials selected to engage and inspire students.
	Module 2: Homeric World
	Students investigate life in Mycenaean times through archaeological sites, burial practices and decorative arts.
	The literature component focuses on Homer’s Odyssey, offering insight into epic storytelling, heroism and ancient values.

	Classical Civilisation
	Why take OCR GCSE Classical Civilisation?
	It’s fun, different and interesting
	No prior knowledge needed
	It pairs well with many subjects – Latin, Humanities, Language, Art and more
	Classical Civilisation explores the worlds of Ancient Greece and Rome, through literature, art, artefacts, archaeological sites and their historical context. It encourages rich discussion about timeless themes: life, death, love, family, education, justice, power, culture and identity.
	Specification details:
	Classical Civilisation (J199)


	Computer
	Computer Science

	Science
	Computer Science  (J277)
	Component 1: Computer Systems
	Written exam — 1h 30m — 50%
	Component 2: Computational Thinking, Algorithms & Programming
	Written exam — 1h 30m — 50%
	Component 3: Practical Programming Project
	Non-exam assessment

	Assessment Objectives

	Drama
	Pearson Edexcel GCSE Drama
	Drama
	Assessment
	Assessment
	Paper 2: Period Study & British Depth Study (40%)
	Literature & Culture (25%) — 1h exam
	Verse Literature (25%) – 1h exam


	Languages
	Assessment Structure (25% each skill)
	Speaking (assessed externally; completed in school in Apr/May of Y11)

	Listening
	Reading & Writing
	Students may enter Foundation Tier (Grades 1–5) or Higher Tier (Grades 4–9), and all four papers must be taken at the same tier and in the same exam series.

	Modern Foreign Languages: French, Mandarin & Spanish
	Studying a modern language at GCSE opens doors. Students gain real-world communication skills while strengthening creativity, memory, problem-solving and confidence. The AQA course focuses on practical use of language, helping pupils express themselves clearly in everyday situations with native speakers.
	Students may choose French, Mandarin or Spanish — or take two languages. Because the specifications share similar structures, studying a pair can make exam preparation especially efficient.
	Across all MFL subjects, students develop their Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing skills through engaging, relevant topics.
	Themes of Study
	French & Spanish
	Mandarin
	Specification details:

	GCSE French (8652)
	GCSE Spoken Mandarin (8673)
	GCSE Spanish (8698)
	Beyond the Classroom
	We offer a wide range of opportunities to bring language learning to life:
	Sessions with native speakers
	Language assistant support
	Penpal exchanges
	Skills-focused visits, cultural events and competitions
	Targeted revision courses
	These experiences help students build confidence, spontaneity and authentic communication — skills central to exam success and future global opportunities.



	Areas of Study
	2) Non-Exam Assessment (40%)
	Assessment Structure
	Paper 2: Social Context and Behaviour
	Course Overview
	Assessment


	We look forward to supporting your child along the next steps in their educational journey.
	Sancton Wood School is proud to be part of Dukes Education.
	Dukes Education is the largest premium education group in the UK and one of the fastest-growing families of schools in Europe. Dukes Education was founded by Aatif Hassan in 2015 to give young people an outstanding start in life.
	We look forward to helping your child along the next step of their educational journey.
	For support please contact:
	Edward Batty
	Head of Senior School

	edward.batty@sanctonwood.co.uk
	Suzie Tall
	Deputy Head of Senior School suzie.tall@sanctonwood.co.uk





